2024 NERRENA TARWIN VALLEY LANDCARE GROUP REPORT
Much of our focus this year has been on completing and finalising our projects.

In December we completed our Communication Strategy that we had worked on during the previous year.  Through a  Victorian Landcare Grant our group, with  professional assistance from Remember the Wild,  produced this strategy to assist us to make the community more aware of our activities.

This project was completed with short films on the four small local projects that highlighted what our group has been achieving. See our facebook page to view the videos.

We are reviewing progress  at the Apple Tree Bridge site where we removed various weeds and  there are only a few plants showing up due to the heavy grass cover.  ,More weed management and  planting of trees and shrubs will be needed to complete this project. Peter Walsh a  NTV member has been removing weeds in this area and will extend his work to this site.

We have continued with our bird monitoring this year. We  are now changing the times (still on the third Wednesday of the month) to include other people and to see if we can observe different birds. See our website for times.

Our Meeniyan Bicentennial Bush project members have been working quietly all year on weed removal.  We have applied for National Tree Day funding to replant some of the area that has been cleared of weeds. 

We received a donation from the South Gippsland Woodworkers group which will be used to  make some bird boxes for the trees in this area.  The Meeniyan Kindergarten 4 year old group has commenced bush kinder in this area and are wanting to assist with the tree planting.

This year we ran 3 sessions for the Koonwarra Village School on revegetation, bird monitoring and weeds and seed ball making. Three of our members led each of the days, which had up to 12 students attend.  These children had chosen to be part of these sessions, and a lot of fun and knowledge was shared.

In March our group was the first of three stops for a delegation of South Gippsland Shire representatives (both staff and councillors) to see what Landcare does in South Gippsland.  South Gippsland Landcare Network organised the tour and we met them at the Apple Tree wetlands project.

Our group has also been involved in the South Gippsland Bidiversity project which is being facilitated by  SGLN. We were able through Jill Vella to assist Yasmin Kelsall, the project officer,with maps and old documentation to build up the current map of biodiversity in the South Gippsland Shire region.

The Tarwin Project group is working towards a management plan to improve the attributes of this South Gippsland river.  Our group has been involved in both meetings and activities.

Two of our members were involved in the canoe trip down the river from Middle Tarwin to Lower Tarwin to gain an idea of the river condition. 

This year we have held several social events. A mystery walk in Meeniyan followed by a BBQ lunch, a walk along the old Koonwarra highway site to discuss the management of revegetation sites in the years following planting, a picnic dinner at the Koonwarra Recreation ground and a lunch at the Blue Tree Honey farm.

We continue with our Facebook page, website and newsletters to members and friends, which is now part of our Communications Strategy.

I would like to thank all the members who have participated in our group activities over the past 12 months. Without active members there would be no Nerrena Tarwin Valley Landcare Group.

Special thanks goes to our Secretary Meryl Andrews for her commitment despite personal challenges, Robert Rainbow our Meeniyan Bicentennial Bushland project officer for his dedication to and leadership of this group, Jill Vella for her project management skills, Peter Walsh for all the weed management control in the Apple Tree bridge area and  finally Coral Hughes our Treasurer, bird and plant expert who is always there with her expert knowledge.  Thank you all.

Since joining Landcare in 2011 I have enjoyed my time as a member and even though I am resigning as President I will still be actively involved in the Nerrena Tarwin Valley Landcare Group.

Best wishes to the new President and other office bearers, I hope you get as much out of it as I have done.

Sue Miles

President 

